
The Voice of Colorado FCRV 

Fireside  embers  

NovemberðDecember 2014 
Volume XLIII  Issue 6 

FAMILY CAMPERS &  RVERS 

Free to Colorado FCRV   
Members - Founded 1967 

We hope you have a  
Wonderful Day  

As we approach the           
Holiday Season  

May your Heart 
Be Filled with 
Peace, Love & 

Joy  
Merry     

Christmas  

Win one of  SIX $50 Gift Cards - Pre -register for Campvention by 12/31/2014  



Christmas is a time of giving more than receiving.  We should give as we would receive, 
cheerfully, quickly and without hesitation; for there is no grace in a benefit that sticks to 
the fingers.  
 
Calvin Coolidge once stated it this way, ñNo person was ever honored for what he received. 
Honor has been the reward of what he gave ò. 
 
God gave us the gift of peace and good will towards mankind in the person of Christ Jesus, 
\]g cb`m gcb*  L\]g ]g k\YfY kY [Yh h\Y kcfX ;\f]ghaUg( aYUb]b[ ;\f]ghÎg V]fh\* 
 
On December 25th we will all celebrate Christmas in many different ways.  We will spend 
a lot of time and money getting that special gift for Mom, Dad, Grandpa, Grandma, our 
children, grandchildren, other family members and friends because we all want to be 
known as a giver of good gifts, but is that the spirit of the true Christmas, is a gift not 
given from the true heart a good gift after all?  
 
Consider this option:  This year let us all step past the cost and family and look outside of 
our comfortable homes for that someone who could most use gifts given from our hearts, 
like the Village where they have to drink from a contaminated river or pond.  Could they 
not use the gift of a well flowing with fresh water, or the sick who have no money for a 
Doctor could use the gift of medical care, the homeless and hungry the gift of food and 
shelter? I could go on and on with the needs for Christmas gifts for those less fortunate 
than ourselves, so as we sit around the Christmas tree opening our gifts, I hope we all will 
have sent something to comfort some other person with a gift from our hearts and in the 
gd]f]h cZ ;\f]ghaUg*    DYh ig VY h\Y []jYfg cZ ?cXÎg []Zhg(   HYUWY( ?ccXk]`` UbX DcjY  hckUfX 
all mankind whoever and wherever they may be.  
 

From our family to yours have a Blessed and Merry Christmas.  
 

Chaplain Larrie Thomase  

The  
Chaplin's Corner  
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CHAPTER OFFICERS WORKSHOP and 

PLANNING MEETING  

February 21, 2015  -  9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

Arvada Presbyterian Church 

5592 Independence St.  Arvada, CO 
Nearly all of the chapters have completed their elections 

by this time, so itôs time to share those responsibilities 

with new officers.  The first half of the workshop will be 

geared to the chapter officers and non-chapter members, 

while the second half will be planning the 2015 state 

campouts.  Please come with ideas for a Statewide theme 

and encourage your chapter to volunteer and sign up for 

some of the activities.  We plan to finish up by 3:30 PM. 

At 3:30 PM we will meet with the 2015 Campvention 

Team Leaders and  Committee Chairman/Cochairman.  

 

Bring a sack lunch or visit several fast-food restaurants 

within a mile and half from the church.  Coffee and lemon-

ade will be furnished.  Because of church security, the 

main entrance that is adjacent to the parking lot to the 

south will be open until 9:15 am, after that time, the side entrance which is to the west, will be open until 9:30 

am.  After that you will have to call Ireneôs cell phone 303-912-2840 so she can come and let you in. 

ACTIVITY  SPRING 

FLING  

STATE-

WIDE  

Registration Yes Yes 

Parking Yes Yes 

Set-up / Stage Decorations No Yes 

Flag Ceremony Yes Yes 

Door Prizes No Yes 

Help w/Security Yes Yes 

Help w/First Aid & Safety Yes Yes 

Saturday morning breakfast No Yes 

Friday night dinner Yes Yes 

Saturday night catered dinner Yes No 

Different games/activities Yes Yes 

Clean up One person 

from each 

chapter 

One person 

from each 

chapter 



Southern Colorado Retiree Rally 
The Trailblazers hope that everyone had a great time at the Rally! We know we did! Thank you to all those who at-

tended. First, A BIG thank you to Judy Banta for doing such a great job as Rally Chairperson! Judy spent a lot of time 

and effort to make sure everyone had a memorable experience! We had forty rigs attending! Every rig was presented 

with a" goody bag" when they registered. Cathy Vegvary solicited generous donations from Camping World.  They 

provided all the great bags, the drink cozies, key chains, and four camping chairs for our Rally.  Current, Inc.  donated 

note cards, wrapping paper, stickers, and discount coupons. The Pikes Peak Regional Hospital in Woodland Park do-

nated chap stick, hand sanitizer, and bag clips. Woodland Park library donated bookmarks. Thank you to Sue Frindt for 

getting the Woodland Park donations. Members of the Trailblazers also furnished some great items for the bags. Geri 

Brown made the potholders and also donated the butterfly notepads. Jeri Harper and Eve Humiston donated handmade 

dishcloths. Sue Menke donated the Crested Butte Wildflower Guides. Thank you all! 

Monday evening was a light dinner, with everyone bringing an appetizer. An Ugly Shirt Contest was held after every-

one had a chance to eat and visit. Our winners were Hank Stamps, Carter and Ann Bloomfield, and Ron Frindt. The 

Trailblazer "Ready for Prime Time" Performers  presented a skit that had son (Larry Menke) and daughter (Judi Smald-

ino) trying to talk their parents (Ron and Sue Frindt) out of RVing and Full-timing! Jeri Harper accompanied them on 

keyboards. What great fun! The evening then continued with Card Bingo with Mike Smaldino and Bob Vegvary han-

dling the card calling! We had lots of winners! 

On Tuesday morning, John Goodwin of "MD for RV's" came down from Colorado Springs and hosted a Q & A session 

to answer anything and everything concerning RVs! Afterwards, he spent the rest of the day going to different rigs an-

swering specific questions, solving problems, and fixing issues-all free of charge! Thank you, John! You really helped 

a lot of us! 

Later in the afternoon, we held an exchange for puzzles, books, and CDs. Any items not taken were donated to the 

KOA and a local retirement home.  Bolo Golf and Bean Bag Baseball tournaments were held in the afternoon. Bolo 

Golf winners were Carter and Ann Bloomfield and Runners-Up Steve and Carol Passon. (This reporter apologizes for 

not having the winners and runners-up names for the Bean Bag Baseball game.) 

That night we had a fantastic potluck dinner! There were so many different kinds of food and  no one went hungry! 

For the evening's entertainment, we did a takeoff from Family Feud: Retiree Feud! During our summer campouts, Judy 

Banta spent many hours passing out questionnaires to collect the answers that were asked during Retiree Feud. Now 

that's real dedication!  

We had great questions with surprising answers! Do you know that there are people out there that have seen Bigfoot? 

Or that a spouse has been the reason for a less than great camping trip? Who would have thought? Thank you to our 

MC, Judy Banta, and helpers Cathy and Bob Vegvary and Sue Frindt. It was a very fun evening with a lot of laughter! 

Coffee and tea were provided every morning in the Social Hall. For those feeling up to it, a fun walk was scheduled on 

Tuesday and Wednesday mornings. Thank you to Paul and Beverly Hassler for leading the walks.  

On Wednesday, we had a healthy salad luncheon followed by a silent auction.  The Trailblazers did a great job collect-

ing and donating items for the auction. Special thanks to Rose Stamps and Betty Newton for spearheading this en-

deavor. Also, thank you to Rosemary Walkowski, Sue Menke, and Jeri Harper was being there when it mattered! Many 

hands make light work!  

Everyone had a great time! All proceeds from the auction are going to be donated to various charities. Watch for the 

next issue of the Embers and we'll let you know what charities benefitted from your generosity. 

Next on the agenda, we had a wonderful presentation by volunteers from the Nature and Raptor Center of Pueblo. We 

would like to thank husband and wife team, Pat and Kate, for coming down to the Colorado City KOA with some of 

their friends. They brought Lurch, a turkey vulture, Theo, a falcon, and Guffy, a big- horned owl. Pat and Kate did a 

terrific job of educating us about these birds and how they came to be at the Raptor Center.  They were both very 

knowledgeable about the birds and the Raptor Center. It was a very enjoyable afternoon being able to see these birds up 

close and learning so much about them. 

To cap off the day, we had great entertainment on Wednesday night!  "Don't call me a senior, I'm generation S", was 

the theme for the evening presented by Joe Uveges, well-known singer and songwriter from Colorado Springs, and his 

daughter, Katie, a terrific singer and musician. It was the perfect ending of a truly wonderful Rally. Joe and Katie out-

did themselves singing and making us all laugh! They had us joining in and singing with them on several songs that all 

of us were familiar with. Joe and Katie are wonderful entertainers and thoroughly enjoyed them both. 

Then it was time for all good things to come to an end. Thursday morning the Trailblazers provided a huge variety of 

breakfast breads, coffee, tea, and juice for departing Rally attendees. It was good to get together one more time and say 

our good-byes. What a great Rally! Thank you to everyone who came and thank you to everyone who helped to make 

it such a success! 

Thank you to Elena and all the staff at the Colorado City KOA for making this a successful Rally!  
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SOUTHERN RETIREE RALLY  

Monday evening get-together light dinner/finger foods   Winners of the Ugly Shirt Contest:  
Hank Stamps, Carter Bloomfield,     

Ann Bloomfield, Ron Frindt  

Trailblazer"Ready for Primetime" 
Performers: (L-R): Ron Frindt, Sue 
Frindt, Jeri Harper, Judi Smaldino,              

and Larry Menke   
Enjoying the Salad Bar 

Luncheon  

Auction Organizers: (L-R):           
Betty Newton and Rose Stamps  

Auction Volunteers: (L-R):             
Rosemary Walkowski, Sue Menke,   

Rose Stamps, Jeri Harper,                     
and Betty Newton  

Pat with Theo , a Falcon, from 

Pueblo Nature & Raptor Center 
Presentation from the Nature              
& Raptor Center in Pueblo  

Bolo Golf Champions:                                        
Carter and Ann Bloomfield 

Consolation: Steve & Carol Passon  

Lurch, a Turkey Vulture  Guffy, a Great Horned Owl  

Joe Uveges and daughter, Katie, entertaining at the Rally  
Kate, with Guffy, a Great Horned     
Owl, from the Pueblo Nature and    

Raptor Center  

Paul Hassler 

sampling the 

Trailblazer's  

Bodacious 

Breakfast 

Breads  

Visiting over coffee and breakfast breads 
on the last morning of the Rally  



FIRESIDE  EMBERS¹6 

HI -COUNTRY CAMPERSð2014 

We had a fun year starting at the Lakeside 

KOA, Fort Collins.  It was a bit cool but a 

good time was had by all.  We had dinner at 

Vernôs in La Porte.   Later that evening we 

played cards.  That was followed by Spring 

Fling where we enjoyed good weather. The Hi-

County Campers then headed up I25 to Terry 

Bison Ranch near Cheyenne, WY.   

Then we headed South of Colorado Springs to 
the Golden Eagle CG home of the May Natural  
History Museum.   
 
We then gathered at Mountain Dale CG where 

we enjoyed another great pot luck dinner.  We 

then headed East for State Wide in Kiowa.  

Where we played and encouraged others.  The 

country band Colorado Storm was very good 

and several of us did get a chance to dance.  

Our camping season ended with beautiful 

weather at Boyd Lake State Park.   October 

meeting was held at the home of the Hunters 

and the Pughs and Keefes will be hosting the  

November/December meeting and Christmas 

party.  Our Club will be donating $20.00 per 

couple to a food bank to be determined later.  

2015 promises to be a good year to camp and 

associate with good friends. 

 

Apr -Fort Collins, Lakeside KOA. 

 May-is the Spring Fling  

Jun-has yet to be determined 

Jul -Campvention 6th ï 10th 

Aug-Manor RV in Estes Park 

Sep-Has not been determined 

Oct- Parish Ranch in Berthoud 
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STAR GAZERS CHAPTER NEWS 
       2014 STATEWIDE 
 

Star Gazers had a fantastic Statewide this year!  We had 9 RVs in atten-

dance.  It was a beautiful weekend, so we were able to enjoy all the 

indoor and outdoor activities.   In addition to our usual tasks with secu-

rity. teen activities, royalty pageant and doggy poop buckets, Star Gaz-

ers participated in Pet Parade (won 3 ribbons by Noland and McCuskey 

dogs); Horseshoes (with Carrie Tolzien winning a ribbon in singles); 

Bean Bag Toss; and Bongo Boards. 
 

We hosted a hospitality to celebrate our 10-year anniversary.  We 

served two huge delicious cakes made and decorated by Star Gazer 

Tina Hosford.  The hungry crowd devoured every crumb!  We also 

served tea and lemonade and handed out flamingo suckers. 
 

Due to an unfortunate accident to one of the teen queen contestants, and 

royalty pageant was postponed until next year's Spring Fling.  However, as a huge surprise to everyone, to replace the pageant we 

were treated by our own Star Gazer Ryan Thompson, who sang a number of country songs for the group.  Everyone was quite im-

pressed by his voice and his poise in front of a large crowd, especially since it was a last minute change of program.  Ryan wil l be 

the Colorado state candidate for next year's Teen King competi-

tion at Campvention in Gillette. 
 

During the awards presentation, our group was excited to receive 

a number of awards, including a plaque and ribbon for second 

place in the national scrapbook contest at this year's Campven-

tion for the scrapbook which was crafted by Gayla Henry.  In 

addition, several members received recognition from Loana, in-

cluding 

Gary and 

Deonn Wal-

ter for their 

Field Direc-

tor efforts; 

Rick Hays 

for his remodeling of the state trailer; and Ron and Carla Martinez for all their 

work with the teens at Statewide as well as the royalty pageant.  In addition the 

Star Gazers received a second place ribbon for percentage of attendance at 

Statewide.  As a grand finale, the chapter received a Chapter of the Year 

Award, which was greatly appreciated by all members of our group. 
 

SEPTEMBER AT RANGER LAKES  
 

Star Gazers camped at Ranger Lakes State Forest State Park for the September outing.  We enjoyed a beautiful fall weekend with 

warm sunny days and cool clear nights.  Friday night everyone brought food to put on the grill.  Saturday morning each camper con-

tributed an ingredient to put into a large pot of chili.  After simmering all morning, we feasted on the hot delicious chili.  Lunch was 

followed by the monthly  meeting.  It was a relaxing weekend, with some people fishing, hiking, napping, movie watching and just 

taking it easy and enjoying the scenery.  Saturday night the hosts prepared hot dogs and served them with the leftover chili. 
 

Twelve members and one guest attended with Laurie Downs and Gordon and Nancy Elliott hosting. 
 

LAKESIDE KOA IN FT. COLLINS FOR OCTOBER  
 

Sadly, it was time for our final campout of the year.  We travelled to Ft. Collins to the Lakeside KOA, whose many trees were 

ablaze with beautiful brilliant fall colors making for an enjoyable walk around their lake. We enjoyed a (mostly) sunny weekend.  

Friday night we were treated to Gary Walter's delicious chili.  On Saturday afternoon, some of the group headed for ODell Brewing 

Company where we learned about the brewing and ageing process of beer during a tour of the facility followed by sampling of some 

of their craft beers on their large outdoor patio.  Saturday night we gathered in the spookily-decorated meeting room for a pot-luck 

dinner and meeting.  Some of the members were in costume, getting ready for upcoming Halloween.  We had a lively meeting 

where we discussed next year's monthly outings and also elected officers for the upcoming year. 
 

The weekend was hosted by Gary and Deonn Walter.  We had 21 members and 6 guests attending. 
 

Submitted by Pam McCuskey, Star Gazers Secretary 
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COYOTES ON THE PROWL   submitted by Debi Melton 
 

The Campfire Coyotes chose to combine their August and September 

campouts into one long event.  This trip was really the highlight of our 

camping season and one to remember.  We started our big Campout at 

Ridgeway State Park.  If you havenôt been there we would really suggest 

that you try it.  The park is one of the nationôs best state parks.  It is beauti-

ful and has a variety of things to do.  There are short trails that connect to 

one another to make longer hikes as needed.  There are places to bike and 

of course there is the reservoir for fishing and other water activities.   
 

While in Ridgeway, we would meet every morning at 8:30 where our 

ñactivity directorò Dan   Magenheimer, would explain 

the morningôs walk.  At that point some of us would 

choose to take that walk while others decided to go on their own for a more 

or less strenuous movement activity.  One morning some of us chose to bike 

into Ridgeway.  It was a 6 mile ride (one way) along the river.  It was beauti-

ful, even though the last mile back to camp was straight up and some of us 

chose to walk. 
 

Some of the other activities our hosts, Dan and Lynn Magenheimer, had 

planned for us in Ridgeway, were a lunch at the True Grit Café, a café de-

signed around John Wayne (True Grit was filmed in the Ridgeway area), a 

barbeque chicken potluck, a trip into Montrose to visit the Russell Stover 

candy factory to buy chocolates and of course lots of visiting and laughing.   
 

After four days in Ridgeway we were off to Moab for the second leg of our trip. The hosts for 

this portion of the trip were Dorothy Clark and Jo and Alice Marceca.  They had so many 

things planned that it is hard to keep track of them all!  Our first night in 

Moab we had a Bronco party, watching the game on two outdoor TVs set 

up facing each other.  Many of the people in the RV Park came by to com-

ment on the game.  What fun! 
 

Each morning, in Moab as well, we got together to go for a walk and to 

discuss other activities for the day.  Some of the most ambitious of our 

group chose to go on 10 - 22 mile bike rides or 12 mile hikes.  Most of us 

were comfortable with the normal 1 mile walks. 
  

In Moab, we took a self guided car tour of the pictographs in the area.  

Amazing how big some of those really are!  On Wednesday we took a 

tour of the Castle Creek winery. On Wednesday evening, a Cowboy dinner and a moonlight ride 

were set up for our group by Canyonlandsdayandnight.com.  At the Cowboy dinner, prior to the boat ride, we met the 

Colorado Eagles doing the same tour! Small world! One of the highlights of the trip was the celebration of the fiftieth 

anniversary of Alice and Joe Marceca.  We had cinnamon rolls and mimosas for breakfast and for dinner, a taco salad 

with cake and ice cream for dessert.  On our last day at Moab we took a self-guided car tour of Arches National 

Monument.  Those of us who stayed until Friday, capped off the trip with a visit to the Moab Brewery for dinner.    
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COLORADO CRUISERS AUGUST 2014 CAMPOUT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all met at the Yogi Bear Jellystone Park at Larkspur, CO the weekend of August 15-17, 2014. 

Our Wagon Masters for this campout, Abe and Karleen Williams, did a fabulous job! They even hosted an 

appetizer get-together for all of us Friday night, in addition to hosting Saturday nightsô usual dinner together. 

The campground is very large, and offers a variety of activities, not the least being golf carts ï which were 

whizzing around keeping us on our toes!J 

 

Karleen wrote a funny newsletter for everyone to get a kick out of her caricatures of each of the members in 

the group that she shared with us Friday night.  

 

Our friend, Ted, gave an archery lesson to at least one of the children (while sporting his famous neon orange 

toenails!) on Saturday. Saturday afternoon, Yogi Bear showed up! There were several PEOPLE who wanted 

their picture taken with Yogi, and you will see some of those here ( not enough room for ALL of them!). 

 

The Saturday evening meal was grilled meats, prepared by Abe, along with all the terrific ópot lucksô that eve-

ryone generously brought. We had fabulous food, wonderful conversation and fellowship. After dinner, Kar-

leen had us play ñThe Price Is Right,ò by placing several items (all under $4 each) on one of the picnic tables, 

and we all guessed the right price of each item. Marilyn C., Ted K., Ron S., and Jane C. were the Price is 

Right-ers! It was a fun game! Another great weekend together! 


