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     Craig & I just enjoyed the Kentucky Colonels and friends Campout in Lake Cumberland 
Kentucky.  I observed a couple of things during this event.  First, it only takes a small gesture 
to make people feel special.  There was a family who arrived a little after everyone else.  They 
arrived and got settled and then joined us for activities in the evening.  We were all gathered 
doing a variety of different things, but when the family arrived I stopped and went to give them 
a hug and say Hi.  A few days later I was told that hug meant a great deal to them as the trip 
that day had been very hectic.  A small thing that I did made a big difference!  Are you doing 
that small thing?  It doesnôt take much. 

 
     The other thing that happened is the long tradition of camping in Lake Cumberland has met with challeng-
es.  We are being forced to evaluate our time which is traditionally the week of US Thanksgiving.  It is also 
necessary for us to find a new location for next year as the park is undergoing major renovations in 2018 and 
will be closed.  Needless to say, changes have been made and we look forward to those changes making a big 
difference in our campout.  So, the point of all this is change is a healthy part of life.  Donôt wait to make posi-
tive change until you are forced to do so.  Remember the old adage, ñIf you continue to do things the same 
way, you will continue to get the same resultsò. 
 
     Thanks to all of you who volunteered to help with the Tampa RV Show!  It is January 16 ï 21, 2018.  
Come by if you are in the area.  We are looking forward to spreading the word about our wonderful camping 
family. 
 
     Houses are being decorated for the holidays.  Delicious smells are wafting through the air.  Smiles and pos-
itive music surround us.  Enjoy your family celebrations.  Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah and peace in the 
New Year! 
  
Shari 

Come Camp With Us! 
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THIS óN THAT  

     Michigan Ass. Of RV Dealers & Campgrounds 
reports an 11% increase in attendance at their fall 
Detroit Show. Hershey, PA show reports record at-
tendance also. 

     Camping World reports at 25% increase in reve-
nue in the 3rd quarter ending in September citing 
strong sales of new vehicles. 

     The RV Dealers Assn. will offer their driver safe-
ty program online starting in April. the 6 hour course 
(previously offered only at shows and rallies) is 
$49.95. www.rvsafety.com under Education tab. 

Christmas History 

     The custom of decorating a tree comes from Ger-
many. Prince Albert of Germany, the husband of 
Queen Victoria, set up a splendid tree in Windsor 
Castle. He had servants trim the tree with candies, 
sugared fruits and tiny wrapped gifts. This began 
the Victorians love of Christmas decorating. 
 
     Franklin Pierce was the first United States' presi-
dent to decorate an official White House Christmas 
tree . 

  

http://www.rvsafety.com
http://www.essortment.com/holiday-information-history-christmas-65141.html
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Greetings from Our FCRV  
Retiree Directors 

 
     Ok, everyone, let's get ready and head for Talla-
hassee for some warm weather and a great time at the 
International Retiree Rally. 
     We are looking forward in seeing everyone there, 
and we look forward to working with Dave and Linda 
Hennie as Hosts for this rally. 
     The dates for the Retiree Rally are March 20-26, 
2018, but come early on March 16th and tour the ar-
ea.  They have lots to do with museums, antique 
shops and plenty of restaurants.   
     Hope to see everyone in March. 
 
Ron & Reba Ray, National Retiree Directors 

 
 

Memorial Ceremony                                                                                                                         
by Rev. Harold Braley 

 
     Please let Rev. Braley know about members 
deaths of your state or province, so those names can 
be read at the National Retiree Rally memorial ser-

vice.    
Send names to hbraley@outlook.com 

 
 
 

FCRV Retiree Rally Choir  
 

CALLING ALL VOICES!  Sign up for the Retiree 
Rally Choir. Sign-up sheets will be located in the reg-
istration area. Everyone is welcome, regardless of ex-
perience.                                                                         
 
George Walters, choir director 

 
 
 

Door Prizes Needed  

 
     It's not too early to be gathering door prizes for the 
2018 Retiree Rally.  We all enjoy getting a prize, and 
we hope you will help us by ensuring that we have 
plenty. 

Thanks for your help! 
 

¢ŀƭƭŀƘŀǎǎŜŜΣ C[ 

aŀǊŎƘ нл - нрΣ нлму 

 

 

 

     In response to Gloriaôs letter: I was invited to join 
FCRV in 1994 as it is a Christian Organization, a 
good family camping group and I found that to be 
true. Church services on Sunday, prayers and finally 
gospel entertainment. When FCRV was larger at the 
Retirees Rally's services for all Religions were ar-
ranged where possible. 
  
Parking---I suggest that Phil and Gloria be put in 

charge of parking next Campvention and they will 
find out how hard it is to park by states. I have met 
some nice interesting campers when Hobo parked. 
Also why did the cross get removed at the farewell 
column after all these years? 
     When I started to be a worker, I felt more in-
volved and made many friends-but found that not all 
members were friendly-probably some of that was 
my fault. I enjoyed my 22 years camping, working, 
games-teasing Barb at the golf scramble. and I will 
never forget Mr. ED from PA. 
  
Weldon Segars 
Crowley, Tx. 

mailto:hbraley@outlook.com
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Food Bank  
 

 
We are coming to you in asking for aid and support of 
the local food bank in Tallahassee, Florida in March, 
2017.  It would help them to be able to purchase more 
food with cash, but we will take all gifts.  Our FCRV 
family has always had an open heart to give to the 
area where we enjoy your rallies. 
 
Love, Ashley & Gloria Taylor, Food Bank Chairs 
 
 

Variety Night Show  

Tradition Continues  

      For the last several years it has been the tradition 
of the Retiree Rally to have a variety show after the 
very moving Memorial Service. This has allowed us 
to transition from a fitting remembrance of FCRV 
members who have died since the last rally to a relax-
ing and fun evening that features our own home-
grown talent. 
     The variety night lasts about 90 minutes, and we 
try to have 12-15 óacts.ô Individuals are allowed 5 
minutes, and group skits are allowed 10 minutes. We 
usually have several states and a couple of provinces 
represented in this variety night. 
     Sign-up will be during the first two days of regis-
tration, but now is the time to be thinking about 
something you, your chapter, state/province could 
perform to entertain us all. If you can sing, do recita-
tions, play an instrument, dance, do monologues ï
comic or serious-, or have a group skit, we hope 
youôll sign up. 
Think about it, and weôll see you at registration. 
 
Jack Smye 

Variety Night Chairman 

 

Lap Robes  
 

      As has been our tradition for several 
FCRV Retiree Rallies, we make and do-

nate lap robes for area nursing homes and hospitals in 
our rally host location.  We hope you have been 
working on lap robes for Tallahassee, Florida in 
March. 
 

 

Red Hat Luncheon  

     Calling all ladies, young and old, for a lunch time 
high entertainment activity. The ladies on the plan-
ning crew have sought near and far for just the right 
experience that you will remember for at least the rest 
of the week. Please plan on attending and purchasing 
your tickets on Sunday or Monday or anytime you 
see us in the hall. 
 
Planning Crew:  Dora Lewis, Shari Weber, & Sandi 
Wingert 

 
 

International 

FCRV  

King & Queen  

Candidates  

     We are still looking for new applications for Inter-
national King & Queen.  Please call us at 641-752-
6528 for the instructions and the application form, as 
snail mail will be too slow now. Campaigning is fun.          
You'll have a great time as well as meet all the Rally 
attendees.  
 
Ronald & Jo Hersom                                                                                                           
FCRV Retiree King & Queen Coordinators                                                                                  
905 Henry Dr., Marshalltown, IA 50158                                                  
 rj50158@aol.com 

 

RV Communities: These Neigh-

borhoods Have RV Garage Home 

Plans For RVers Who Want A Nice 

Home Too   

By Randy  

Want to see what it's like living in a house with RV 
garage? Browse through the RV garage homes in 
these RV communities! RV retirement communities 
that have homes with RV garage plans are popular 
among those who want to incorporate their lifelong 
dreams of being a road warrior while still having a 
permanent home base. 
 

https://homebuilding.thefuntimesguide.com/
home_with_rv_garage_plan/  

mailto:rj50158@aol.com
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/thefuntimesguide/~3/VHKoa_AaOb0/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/thefuntimesguide/~3/VHKoa_AaOb0/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/thefuntimesguide/~3/VHKoa_AaOb0/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/thefuntimesguide/~3/VHKoa_AaOb0/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
https://homebuilding.thefuntimesguide.com/home_with_rv_garage_plan/
https://homebuilding.thefuntimesguide.com/home_with_rv_garage_plan/
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Campvention 2018 Committees Met  

 By Marjory & Don Bates, Campvention Chairs  

     The 2018 Campvention Steering Committee and 
committee chairs had a very productive meeting in 
Doswell in October, and we are ready for all of you to 
join us in Doswell, Virginia on July 9-13, 2018 for a 
wonderful time meeting old friends, making new 
ones, and participating in all the planned activities at 
Campvention.  Plus, there are so many places in this 

section of the United States for you to see and enjoyΦ 
 

 

Calling all FCRV Teensé.  
Are you looking for a way 

 to get involved? 

Are you artistic and creative?  

Then we need you to design the 

2018 Campvention Royalty Contest T-Shirt  

 

     This is the shirt that the contestants and outgoing 
court will wear during the Royalty Contest opening 
number and for the Poise and Confidence (essay) por-
tion. Our theme for 2018 is ñWhere Our Country Be-
gan.ò T-shirt designs should convey the theme and be 
simple as T-shirts will only be printed in a single col-
or. Send your designs to Becca Coniglio at beccaco-
niglio@yahoo.com with 2018 Royalty Contest T-shirt 
Design in the Subject line. The winner will be an-
nounced in the January edition of Camping Today. 

      

 

Campvention 2018 Sites to Visit  

By Barb Turner, Publicity Chair  

     With the winter months ahead, itôs an excellent 
time to plan for those warm camping days of summer, 
specifically July and Campvention 2018 in Doswell, 
Virginia.  What would interest you?  
     I asked the members of the committee for sugges-
tions to share with our membership as they anticipate 
the upcoming Campvention.  Bill Alderman, 
Campvention Steering Committee member, suggested 
the following: 

¶ The Capitol and White House  

¶ At least 50 Civil War battlefields are open to the 
public.  Many are National Parks or National Monu-
ments.  They range from the Opening (Manassas) to 
the near-end (Petersburg). 

¶ Seven presidential homes, including Washington, 
Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, both Harrisons, etc. 

¶ Restored Williamsburg, Jamestown (first English 
settlement), and Yorktown. All parks can be visited in 
one day -- they are adjacent. 

¶ Museums, including the Smithsonian, D.C. Gal-
leries, the US Marine Corps and many others. 

¶ The Skyline Drive in the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

     Many of the northern attractions may be reached 
by train; the station is close by.  At Campvention, 
we'll have a listing of tours to many.  Most of the na-
tional parks have ranger talks and self-guided tours.   
     Over the winter, enjoy reading about these various 
sites on your computers and anticipate your visit in 
July.   

July 9 - 13, 2018 

The Meadow Event Park 

Doswell, Virginia 
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QUILT REFLECTS MEMORIES  

Have you ever thought that you would like to have a memory 
piece of NCHA/FCRV all in one place?  Not on jackets, nor 
vests, hats, caps, a sheet, nor plastered on your RV? 
Well, now is the time to come to the aid of your 2018 Campven-
tion being held at The Meadow Event Park, Doswell, Virginia, 
next July, and take chances on a beautiful memory Quilt made by 
your National Historian, who has been quilting for many years. 
We are selling chances on the Quilt and an Afghan (through the 
mail, as well as at Campvention next summer).  One ticket will 
be $2.00 each, or, $10.00 for multiple tickets measured by your 
outstretched armsô length, finger tip to finger tip.  At Campven-
tion last July, some menôs arm span was 75" long.  That is a lot of 
tickets for $10 bucks!!  The 2nd place drawing is an amythyst af-
ghan also made by one of our FCRV members, Ann Bailey from 
Staunton, Virginia (who passed away in August). 
The Quilt portrays NCHA/FCRV Campvention patches from the 

1st Campvention in 1960 through next yearôs 2018 Campvention.  There are also several National Program 
patches included, in each of the four corners, in the center of the bottom row, and a few sprinkled in the center 
of the Quilt, as well as the old shield NCHA patch in the center of the top row.  Also noted in the center of the 
Quilt is the FCRV logo, our mascot Bizzy Beaver, and our bi-centennial special project patch from 1976.  
Along with the Quilt are two pillow shams, one of which has the large round NCHA member patch, and the 
other has the large FCRV patch.  The Quilt has been appraised at $1,200.00 - $1,500.00.  This ways and means 
project is to defray some of the expenses of campvention. 
     Some lucky person or family will win this unique, never to be duplicated, colorful quilt, and we cannot wait 
to learn who has the lucky ticket!  In cutting out the squares of the quilt, piecing them together, adding the bat-
ting, and the backing to the Quilt top, it took 160 hours to complete.  The actual quilting of the finished prod-
uct took 184 hours to complete.  This project was started October 1, 2016 and finished on June 13, 2017.   It 
has truly been a work of love, and we wanted to give back to FCRV in some small way, a token of affection 
for all that FCRV/NCHA has meant to us  
 
Now, to order by mail, we need the following information: 

  
Name______________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

E-mail______________________________________________ 

Phone No.__________________________________________ 

Number of tickets you wish to purchase for Quilt/Afghan: 

1 ticket   $2.00 

Multiple tickets $10.00 (armsô length, finger tip to finger tip) 

_______ inches for correct number of tickets 

Send check to us payable to 2018 FCRV Campvention (and mark check in memo space ñQuilt/

Painting Fundò accordingly).  

Your tickets will be sent to you upon receipt of your check, OR,  
 

     If you wish to pick up your tickets at National next July, let us know and they will be reserved for you, 
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marked paid, put into an envelope with your name on it, and given to you when you call for them at the Com-
mercial Area where the Quilt and Afghan will be on display.   

The Quilt and Afghan drawing will take place on Friday night at Campvention after the entertainment.  
Remember, you do not need to be present to win. 

We look forward to hearing from you for ordering your tickets early.  This has been a fun project, and 
hopefully will be remembered for years to come. 

 
Shirley and Don MacKenzie 
National Historian 
527 Firehouse Drive, 
Louisa, VA 23093 
Email - onecedarjunction@gmail.com 
540-967-9654 
 
 

PAINTINGS - 2ND CHANCE TO WIN A PRIZE  

 
Yes, we have a second raffle of which you 

can take advantage at the 2018 Campvention.  We 
have three beautiful Paintings which will be given 
away next summer as well.  They are as follows: 

1st Place - An 18" X 22" painting named 
ñMorning Mistò captured somewhere in the 
Smokey Mountains.  The painter is Philip MacKen-
zie from Churchville, Maryland, who is a profes-
sional artist and son of your National Historian.  He 
has had one-man shows in Havre de Grace, Balti-
more, and Towson State University, Maryland, as 
well as several shows in several cities in Florida.  
This painting has been appraised at $500.00.  

2nd Place - An 11" X 14" painting of an Or-
egon mountain scene.  The painter is Barbara Brewer, an amateur painter, who is now 95 and is still going 
strong, and is a member of our church.  Barbara at 72 wanted to do something to fill up her days and took a 
few courses in painting.  Now her family cannot stop her from painting most of the time.   

3rd Place - An 8" X 10" still life of a bouquet of lilac flowers in a vase.  The colors in this painting real-
ly stand out.  The painter is Rita Wimmer, an amateur painter and a FCRV member, of the Travel ónô Wran-
glers Chapter in Staunton, Virginia. 

This ways and means project is to defray some of the expenses of Campvention.  The drawing for the 
Paintings will be on Friday night at Campvention after the entertainment.  Remember, you do not need to be 
present to win. 

All three paintings have been framed, and you can purchase the tickets for these Paintings as indicated 
below.   To order, we need the following information :  

Name_______________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________ 

E-mail ______________________________________ 

Phone No.____________________________________ 

Number of tickets you wish to purchase for Paintings: 

   1 ticket   $2.00 

   Multiple tickets  $10.00 (armsô length, finger tip to finger tip) 

_______ inches for correct number of tickets 
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Send check to us payable to 2018 FCRV Campvention (and mark check in memo space ñQuilt/Painting 

Fundò accordingly). 

Your tickets will be sent to you upon receipt of your check, OR, 
If you wish to pick up your tickets at National next July, let us know and they will be reserved for you, 

marked paid, put into an envelope with your name on it, and given to you when you call for them at the Com-
mercial Area where the Paintings, Quilt and Afghan will be on display. 

All of these paintings were on display in the Commercial Area at the 2017 Campvention.  The Paint-
ings as well as the Quilt and Afghan received lots of attention, and lots of oohs and aahs!!!  We watched the 
people and listened to their comments about all of these items, and we were pleased to hear such complemen-
tary remarks. 

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your ticket purchases as early as possible. 

In addition to the pre-sale of quilt/paintings raffle tickets, they will also be sold at Campvention 

prior to the drawings. 

Shirley and Don MacKenzie 
National Historian 
527 Firehouse Drive, 
Louisa, VA 23093 
Email - onecedarjunction@gmail.com 
540-967-9654 

 

 

 

Marjory & Don Bates  

     Well, itôs Region 6ôs time again.  

     Our members are very busy 
making plans to host ñWhere Our 
Country Beganò for you all in 
Doswell Virginia.  The 2018 FCRV 
Campvention will be at Meadow 
Event Park on July 9-13.  There 

will be early days July 7-8.  So many places, events 
and things to see are available in this part of the 
United States and we hope many of you will take the 
opportunity of seeing them before and after 
Campvention.  Barb Turnerôs articles in Camping 
Today are highlighting some of these places.  Our 
members have planned activities for all ages.  Bring 
your youth and teens.  They are the future of Family 
Campers and RVers. 

      
     Parking will be hobo.  Donôt miss the opportunity 
to make new friends.  However, if you need or want 
to camp with your State members, make arrange-
ments to meet outside the park and come in together. 
  
SEE YOU IN DOSWELL. 
 

The Christmas Season  

Begins in Branson  

     New this year: Silver Dol-
lar Cityôs An Old Time 
Christmas festival is bigger 
and brighter than ever, this 
year adding a huge new area, 
Christmas in Midtown, the 
largest single lighting expan-
sion to date in the past 2 decades of the festival, add-
ing 1.5 million new lights, bringing the park total to 
6.5 million lights. The festival also features a Christ-
mas light parade, two original musical productions, a 

vǳƛƭǘΣ ŀŦƎƘŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ ǊŀƉŜ ǇǊƻπ
ŎŜŜŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŘŜŦǊŀȅ 

нлму /ŀƳǇǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ 
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5-Story Special Ef-
fects Christmas Tree, 
holiday dining and 
more. The festival 
runs November 4 ï 
December 30. 
     The Showboat 
Branson Belle fea-
tures the new 

show Celebrate Christmas for Christmas sea-
son, presenting new musical selections plus a blend 
of classic and contemporary holiday favorites No-
vember 4 ï December 31, plus January 1, 2018. The 
huge paddle-wheeler also presents Christmas adven-
ture for kids on weekend Santaôs Pancakes & 
PJs cruises. 
 
Click this link to see all that is happening in Branson 
this Christmas season!  
 
https://www.explorebranson.com/christmas 
 

 

 

 

 

Hugs For Soldiers Project 

     Winter Texan members, Ron and 
Nancy Herberholz organized a drive 
in their area of the Rio Grande Val-
ley  for 'Hugs for Soldiers Project' to 
collect items for Christmas, cards 
with personal notes, and cash dona-
tions to cover mailing. They have 

already mailed several priority flat rate boxes and 
several more will be filled and mailed to the hub in 
Deluth, Georgia. There they are bundled and sent out 
to deployed military men and women 
all over the world. Several organiza-
tions including Weslaco New Life 
Baptist Church, LaHacienda Estates, 
RGV Good Sam's Veterans Chapter, 
good Sam's Rendezvous, FCRV, 
FCRV Winter Texans, Facebook 
friends, and others.  The hope is to 
make Christmas a little brighter for those serving our 
country away from home.  
Info 
at www.hugsforsoldiers.org or nanron5350@yahoo.c
om. 

Meet Indianaôs Newest Chapter! 
 

By Angie Shaneyfelt 
 

     The Indiana FCRV Trustees hosted the Fall Invita-
tional at Jennings County the first weekend in Octo-
ber. We are happy to introduce our newest club mem-
bers, the ñAirheadsò.  They really fit in with our cur-
rent members as they are open minded and clear 
thinkers, just like us.     
     In getting to know the Airheads we found out that 
they were a quiet group with not much to say.  They 
commented that they see no evil, hear no evil or 
speak no evil.  They also shared that they face noth-
ing as far as problems with camping.    They seemed 
like a hard outline to follow, but we found out they 
were flat and down to earth.     
     In discussing people they knew that would be in-
terested in joining our camping group, the Airheads 
shared that their cousins are the chalk lines and their 
best friends are the stick figures.  So maybe weôll be 
able to expand their new group.    They were a very 
see through bunch that had great complexions, (they 
will make us look good).  Beyond how they appeared, 
they werenôt very stiff and appear to be so crazy 
about camping that theyôve lost their heads.     
     If you happen to see any of the Airheads at 
Campvention, make sure you say ñHiò.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fire Safety  

 
By Joe Boswell, National D.A.S.A.T. Director  

 
     Staying safe during the Holiday Season is very 
important. During this time following some very 
basic expectations can keep you safe. Holiday decora-

https://www.explorebranson.com/christmas
http://www.hugsforsoldiers.org/
mailto:nanron5350@yahoo.com
mailto:nanron5350@yahoo.com


tions can be very dangerous. Before you set up your 
holiday light displays or use lights elsewhere for dec-
orative purposes within your home always check each 
and every string of lights for frayed wires, burned out 
bulbs and damaged plugs. When putting up your holi-
day lights, watch carefully how many strings of lights 
you have attached together-and plugged into one sin-
gle plug-this can over load a circuit and cause an 
electrical fire. Fires of this kind fester behind the 
walls of your home long before you even realize 
something is drastically wrong. Outside display 
lights, are they weather protected. When you put up 
outside lights make sure they are acceptable to use 
outside during all types of weather conditions.  Elec-
tricity and water do not mix-this is a disaster waiting 
to happen.  

     Let me give you an excellent example of what can 
happen. In 2015, six people lost their lives in Annap-
olis, Maryland, because a Christmas tree, over 15-
foot-tall fully decorated was left lit during the entire 
holiday season. The tree had been cut two monthsô 
prior to being placed in the large family room of the 
house. The tree should have been checked on a regu-
lar basis to make sure it had ample water. The bucket 
in which the tree was located contained a small 
amount of water if any at all. This tree became very 
dry as the holiday weeks passed. This was a disaster 
just waiting to happen. And so it did, as the New 
Year slowly arrived during the night as the family 
slept the tree caught fire. The fire spread quickly 
throughout this very large home and the family mem-
bers consisting of two grandparents and four children 
died as result. It was said the family discussed remov-
ing the tree, just days before the deadly fire. Had they 
done so, a disaster would have been avoided. The 
most important point here is to unplug the tree when 
you go to sleep at night or are not at home. Keep wa-
ter in the bucket for the ñrealò tree, and keep in mind 
that your so called ñfreshly cut treesò are probably cut 
several weeks before you made this purchase. The 
smell and aroma of a live tree in you household is 
wonderful, but keep in mind, the artificial tree may 
turn out to be the safest.  Holiday decorations are 
beautiful but need to be used with safety in mind at 
all times. 

     After the fire occurred, and after a lengthy investi-
gation it was learned that the tree was too dry, the 
decorative lights should have been turned off at night 
and the tree should have  removed from the house 
much earlier for safety reason. Smoke alarms were in 
the house and in working condition but they were not 
enough to save this family. The fire spread too quick-

ly before any rescue workers could arrive. This dead 
tree ended up being the major fuel source and thus it 
helped spread the fire very rapidly. It is important to 
note, that in some states and counties, for new con-
struction or remodeled home and buildings a sprin-
kler system is now mandatory. Both of these emer-
gency devices, smoke alarms and sprinkler systems 
can and do save lives.  

     Remember to be safe, and Wishing everyone a 
safe and joyous Holiday Season. 

 

 The Airstream Lawyer  

By Paul Abercrombie  

 
     Plenty of lawyers, like 
many white collar work-
ers these days, telecom-
mute. 
     Few do so regularly 
from an Airstream camp-
er deep in the woods. 
     Yet thatôs just what 
veteran Orlando corporate attorney 
Jack McMullen has done for the past year. 
Nostalgic for days as a kid spent camping with his 
family, and mindful that his 30-year legal practice 
has never required him to set foot in court, he and his 
wife several years ago began wondering if they 
couldnôt expand the notion of telecommuting. That 
his firm, GrayRobinson, has a progressive attitude 
toward working outside the office helped convince 
him and his wife to spring for an iconic 28-foot Air-
stream camper. 
     Twice a month since, the couple has taken four-
day trips in the camper, exploring campsites around 
the southeast. Software on his laptop, and a cellular 
hotspot that provides internet service, allow him to 
access all files heôd have at his fingertips back in his 
traditional office in downtown Orlando. Phone calls 
to his work number are automatically forwarded to 
his cell. Solar panels atop the camper provide power 
when farther afield. 
     ñIf colleagues pop into my office and Iôm not 
there, they know Iôm in my Airstream,ò he says. ñAll 
they have to do is call me or email me.ò 
     Clients, too, have encouraged his pastoral form of 
extreme telecommuting. ñThey know Iôm just as 
available to help them any time, no matter where I 
am,ò he says. The couple's three grown daughters 
also know mom and dad are easy to reach any time. 
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Meanwhile, Jack hopes to begin extending his tele-
commute by venturing farther west and north, to 
some of Americaôs more famous national parks. 
     Of course, he admits some coworkers question his 
brand of telecommuting. ñThey ask how they can do 
it, too,ò he says with a laugh. 

 

 

Celebrate the Chisholm 
Trail's 150th Anniver-
sary with These 6 His-
toric Texas Towns 
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     This year, 2017, marks the Chisholm Trailôs 150th 
anniversary. The Chisholm Trail is the greatest mi-
gration of livestock in world history that relocated 
cattle from South Texas through Oklahoma all the 
way to Abilene, Kansas. The first herd to make the 
journey using the Chisholm Trail set off in 1867 and 
continued until 1885, relocating more than 5 million 
cattle and a million mustangs. Take a look back into 
the Texas cowboy way of life by visiting the Texas 
towns and countless museums that continue to pay 
homage to the trail and the cattle industryôs history. 
You can explore the rich Texas history of ranch 
hands, cowboys and cattle by planning a trip to any 
one of these towns or all six. 
 
Kingsville 

  
     Sitting on 825,000 acres in South Texas, an area 
larger than Rhode Island, the King Ranch established 
a ñcow campò and quickly became one of the most 
influential ranches in the world. Today, the King 
Ranch is a National Historic Landmark and offers 
several daily tour options: from the history of the 
ranch where youôll see the historic Santa Gertrudis 
Creek, where Captain King first camped in 1852, 

along with the grand home built in 1912 by Captain 
Kingôs widow, Henrietta ð to nature tours. A sur-
prise to many is the fact the ranch is home to such a 
diverse ecosystem of plants and animals. In fact, 
famed conservationist Aldo Leopold called King 
Ranch ñone of the best jobs of wildlife restoration on 
the continentò and it is now home to more than 363 
species of birds, including the largest known popula-
tion of ferruginous pygmy-owls in the U.S. 
 
Yoakum  
 
     Like many towns that benefited from those travel-
ing the Chisholm Trail, Yoakum did not sit on the 
trail itself, but is located about an hour from San An-
tonio. Due to its proximity to this population center, it 
quickly became used as a gathering ground for cattle 
to be driven up the Chisholm Trail and is considered 
by many to be the official starting place of the trail. 
With the introduction of the railroad, the trail became 
defunct so this inventive town found new ways to 
prosper beyond the cattle industry by encouraging its 
residents to grow tomatoes that could be easily 
shipped on the rail lines. 
 
San Antonio  
 
     San Antonio became a gathering location for 
many herders starting their long journey. Trail drives 
were extremely important to the local economy. Now 
both the Witte Museum and the Buckhorn Saloon and 
Museum provide artifacts and exhibits that give visi-
tors an idea of the beginnings of Texas cowboy life. 
While the Battle of the Alamo was long over by the 
time of the Chisholm Trail, history buffs canôt miss 
this incredible landmark while in town, along with 
the four other Spanish colonial missions, which were 
named a UNESCO World Heritage site in 2015. 
 
Lockhart  
 
     Just 70 miles northeast of San Antonio, Lockhart 
was where two herding routes converged and on 
some days, 5,000 to 6,000 heads of cattle passed 
through this outpost. Today, on the second weekend 
of June, Lockhart celebrates the Chisholm Trail by 
hosting the Chisholm Trail Roundup, a four-day festi-
val, featuring a chili cook-off, rodeo and even a cow-
boy breakfast around a chuck wagon on the court-
house square. You can also celebrate the trailôs spirit 
year-round at Chisholm Trail Bar-B-Que, which has 
been serving slow-cooked meats from real pits using 
post oak wood since 1978. 
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https://king-ranch.com/


Waco 
  

     Continuing north-
ward, cattle herds 
crossed the Brazos 
River in Waco on their 
way to Kansas. In 
1870, the newly com-
pleted Waco Suspen-
sion Bridge, a Nation-

al Historic Landmark created by the same architect 
behind the Brooklyn Bridge, provided a convenient, 
albeit costly, means for cattlemen to move herds 
across the Brazos. A sculpture near the Waco Suspen-
sion Bridge still commemorates the famous Chisholm 
Trail and captures the diversity of trail riders. These 
days, Waco provides visitors with an incredible range 
of activities, from checking out Ice Ageïera fossils at 
the Waco Mammoth National Monument to uncover-
ing delightful home and garden goods at Magnolia 
Market.  
 
Fort Worth 

  
Fort Worth, for 
many traveling 
the Chisholm 
Trail, was the 
last main stop to 
rest and refresh 
supplies. The 
city quickly be-
came known as 
ñCowtown.ò To-
day, the Fort 
Worth Stockyards transports visitors back in time 
when watching the Fort Worth Herd, the worldôs only 
twice-daily cattle drive, which takes place from 11:30 
a.m. to 4 p.m. every day in the stockyards. This area 
also features several restaurants and shops, along 
with the Stockyards Museum. 
 
     Explore historic Texas towns and make history 
come alive in celebration of Chisholm Trailôs 150th 
anniversary across the Lone Star State. For more in-
formation about travel experiences in Texas, visit 
www.TravelTexas.com and find us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. 

 

 

New Mercedes Pickup Targets 
óMidsizeô Segment  

By Chrisiaan Hetzner 
Courtesy of RV Business  

     Daimler hopes the new Mercedes-Benz X class 
will be a game-changer for its light commercial vehi-
cles division, giving the business a more diversified 
sales footprint by entering the booming global seg-
ment of midsize pickups. 
     As reported by Automotive News, Mercedes-Benz 
Vans boss Volker Mornhinweg said pickups are mov-
ing upmarket, 
just like SUVs 
have done. 
ñSUVs are ele-
gant lifestyle 
products with a 
high-quality fin-
ish to them. Not 
every customer 
takes them into 
the wilderness anymore. We believe pickups could go 
in a similar direction.ò 
      Until now, Daimlerôs vans division has been 
overwhelmingly dependent on Europe, with 70% of 
its 360,000-unit volume coming from the region last 
year. With the X class, Daimler is targeting a diverse 
customer group from farmers in South America, 
building contractors in Australia, families in Brazil, 
and trend-conscious individuals in Europe and South 
Africa. 
     The pickup aims to tap into surging demand for 
vehicles capable of transporting one-ton payloads and 
towing an additional 3 1/2 tons. Mercedes forecasts 
volumes for this type of truck will grow by nearly 
half to 3 million vehicles worldwide in the next 10 
years. 
For the full story click here. 
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Hanukkah Celebration 
 
     Celebrate the festival of lights and stick to Hanuk-
kah traditions to show your appreciation for the holi-
day. Take part in Chanukah traditions such as lighting 
the menorah, playing the dreidel game, eating gelt, 
cooking and baking delicious food, and enjoying the 
fun of Hanukkah gifts. .  
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