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Unlike local camping clubs or chapters, specialty chapters have members 

from various locations in the U.S. and Canada who meet and rally based 

on their mutual interests. Page 15  

 

NCHA/FCRV vests presented for display at RV  Hall of Fame...Page 16 

Quartzsite, AZ show offers a truly unique venueé.Page 20 
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President: Shari Weber  

VP of Operations: Sue Fromholzer 

VP of Programs: George Walters 

VP of Planning & Development  

  Scott Serbousek 

Corresponding. & Recording Officer: 

  Sue Carlson 

Comptroller: Jan Cushing 
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     Ground Hog day is just around the 
corner.  Many our members are in 
dangerously cold temperatures.  Hope 
you have all stayed safe and warm.  
We are all eagerly awaiting the com-
ing camping season. 
     RV shows are in full swing.  We 
are out showing who we are and invit-

ing folks to ñCome Camp With Usò.  Remember we 
are a unique camping organization.  The uniqueness 
about FCRV is important to potential members.  
They also like the fact that we are member owned 
and volunteer run.  The fact that we welcome all 
campers regardless of type or brand is something our 
potential members like.  Finally the fact that we have 
been around since 1949 lets our potential members 
know we have longevity.  All of this and the educa-
tion aspect of our organization make us unique.  With 
our Conservation Program people learn how to enjoy 
the outdoors and keeping it for future generations.  
Our Wildlife Program teaches about the animals and 
how to protect them.  Our members learn the value of 
remaining active through our Campers Actively Mov-
ing Program.  Learning what to do during disasters 
and to remain safe is the focus of our Disaster & 
Safety Awareness Training Program.  Then there is 
the higher learning aspect where we provide scholar-
ships for those working on post high school degrees.  
We have a fantastic organization!  Be sure to share all 
this information with our potential members.  Re-
member also that the Cadet Program now adds 6 
months to a new membership. 
     In addition to the RV shows we need to always be 
ready to invite folks to join in the fun.  Are you ask-
ing others to join your campfire?  Are you remember-
ing to wear logo when gathered with FCRV?  We 
make an impression wherever we go.  It is very no-
ticeable when people in a campground are having 
fun.  Snow birds, are you talking about our organiza-
tion with the people at your winter retreat?  Even if 
they donôt want to move while in the south, they 
eventually go back north and will enjoy a camping 
group up north.  When you make that invitation, be 
sure to let the state/provincial director know.  The 
Florida Snowbird and Winter Texan chapters are both 
very active.  Invite guests to join in the fun and tell 
them how they can camp with us during the camping 
season.  It takes all of us to invite folks to join our 
camping family. 

Staff Changes 
     There have been a few changes on the Executive 
Board recently.  Marjory Bates resigned as Regional 
Director for Region 6.  George and Ernie Reynolds 
were appointed to that position after vacating the NC 
State Director position.  Larry and Betty Stone of NC 
have been appointed to the State Director of NC.  
Marjory and her late husband Don are appreciated for 
all they have done.  Recently they co-chaired 
campvention in Doswell VA and served as the Re-
gional Director for Region 6 for the past several 
years.  In addition Don & Marjory were Alabama 
State Directors for a total of 14 years. 
Election 
     Please look for the election article in this issue for 
information on the election process.  Vice President 
Planning & Development, Comptroller and Vice 
President Operations are the positions up for election.  
As was announced last month there is only one candi-
date for each position.  In 2016 the executive board 
determined that paper ballots do not need to be sent 
out when there is only one nomination for each posi-
tion.  You will still be able to see the platforms and 
bios of the candidates as those will be in the March 
issue of ñCamping Todayò 
Scholarship 
     This is the time to be working on your scholarship 
application.  Contact Carl & Lynda Wood, Scholar 
ship Director (fcrvscholarship2014@gmail.com) for 
the necessary forms.  Carl & Lynda will also be glad 
to inform you of the deadlines for submissions. 
Awards 
     It is an annual tradition for us to recognize out-
standing volunteers at campvention.  Sue Carlsen, 
Recording/Corresponding Officer is our awards coor-
dinator.  She will make a call for nominations soon.  
Consider nominating someone for recognition.  The 
nominations must come from a member of field staff.  
If you are not a field staff member and know of 
someone who should receive recognition, please con-
tact your state/provincial director for assistance.  
Awards forms and more information are on fcrv.org. 
Camping 
     Within this magazine you will find information 
about the retiree rally in Houma LA.  Dal & Barb 
Dodson and their team are a fun week starting on 
March 18 ï 25.  Be sure to read the articles about the 
rally.  
                                                   (Cont page 7 President) 
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FCRV Retiree Rally 2019 

 Coordinators Info  

ōȅ 5ŀƭ ϧ .ŀǊō 5ƻŘǎƻƴ  

     Spring is just around the corner; now I'm talkin' 
Southern Louisiana, not the upper section of North 
America! Start getting your stuff together; won't be 
long before you will need to fill up the vehicle and 
head to the 2019 Retiree Rally in Houma, Louisiana. 
By the time the rally starts, things will be blooming 
and the days will be getting nice. There will be fresh 
crawfish and seafood available in the restaurants, 
sights to see, with plenty of old and new friends to 
visit. 
 
     We would prefer you preregister as it gives us a 
count on numbers for food, welcome bags, etc., but 
we also want you to come on the 'spur of the mo-
ment'. We want you here! Early days start March 
15th; rally runs March 19-24. The registration form, 
found in issues of Camping Today, will have the info 
you need. 
 
See ya' in March!!! 
 
 

From FCRV Retiree Directors  
 

Ron & Reba Ray  
 

     March 15 is drawing near and that begins the early 
days for the FCRV International Retiree Rally.  The 
Rally actually starts on March 19.  We are looking 
forward in meeting up with old friends and start to 
make new friends at this rally.   
 
     We are having showers brought in for this event. 
As you may remember, in 2016 the Civic Center did 
not have showers for our use; so we are making 
mends on getting showers transported in.  We are do-

ing our best to accommodate everyone.  There is no 
sewer there, but we will have a honey wagon for your 
convenience. 
 
     Bring along your Mardi Gras costumes to be in the 
parade.  It is going to be a great time in Houma.  
Hope to see everyone there. 
 
 

KING AND QUEEN 
 COMPETITION   

 
by Ronald & Jo Hersom, K & Q Coordinators  

 
     It appears we will have two very qualified couples 
running for the coveted honor of 2019 FCRV Interna-
tional Retiree King and Queen: Matthew and Marla 
Mantia of Illinois and Steve and Diane Hitchens of 
Kansas. You've seen their bios in Camping To-
day.  We're sure they will be campaigning vigorously 
for your vote at Houma. We hope a lot of you can 
make the Retiree Rally and participate in the fun. 
  
     Past Retiree Kings and Queens and current State 
or Provincial Kings and Queens are invited to an 
evening eat out (location to be determined) Monday 
evening (18th) after the initial K & Q meeting. 
  
     And, of course, this is the time for future wanna-
bes to be thinking of submitting an application to run 
for the 2020 event.  It's certainly a good way to meet 
all the retirees.  See us at the Rally or contact us at: 
 
Ronald & Jo Hersom 
FCRV Retiree K & Q Coordinators 
641-750-2774 
RJ50158@aol.com 
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ALTERNATES COMMITTEE  

by Linda Smith & Mary Burrus, Chairs   

The Alternates Committee is a group of 
members that help out at the Retirees 

Rally wherever needed, i.e. helping with games, 
crafts, assisting others at the catered meals, etc.  Serv-
ing on this Committee is an excellent way to meet 
others and have a good time, also.  If you would be 
interested in adding your name to our list, you may 
contact Mary Burrus, mfburrus@ptmc.net, PH 336-
339-6844 or Linda Smith, smithgandl@aol.com, PH 
785-862-9053 or 785-224-4128 (cell).  You may also 
sign up when you arrive at the Rally; however, if we 
have your name prior to arrival, it helps us with our 
planning.  Weôre looking forward to seeing you in 
Houma, LA in March, 2019. 
Mary Burrus, Chairman 
Linda Smith, Co-Chairman 
 
 

Door Prize Request  

by Pat Crow, Chair  

No more waiting 
No procrastinating 

Please be wise and pack your door prize 
For Houma 

Our goal is for everyone to receive a door prize. 
Counting on you to make this come true  

 

Rally Info from the EMS Chair   

by Jack Thomas, Chair  

Things to remember prior to coming to the rally. 
 
1. Make sure you bring all your medications that are 
needed for the trip coming down to and leaving from 
Houma. 
 
  2. For those that have special medical conditions, 
make sure that you bring the supplies needed such as 
oxygen, spare oxygen bottles, needles, insulin etc... 
 
  3. Make sure you have a complete list of all your 
medical information, a complete list and strength of 
all your prescriptions and supplements that you take.  
This is in case that you have to go to the doctorôs of-
fice or to the emergency room for any unexpected 
problems. 
 

  4. Remember bring any medical directives that you 
may have. 
 
Enjoy your stay and have a wonderful time at the ral-
ly   
 
 

Retiree Rally Chaplain Request  
 

by Rev. Harold Braley, Retiree Chaplain  
 

     Please send any FCRV deaths to Rev. Braley at 
hbraley@outlook.com so they can be read at the Me-
morial service at the Retiree Rally.  
 
 

FCRV Retiree Rally Choir  
 

by Kip Cushing, Choir Director  
 

     CALLING ALL VOICES!  Sign 
up for the Retiree Rally Choir.  Sign-up sheets will be 
located in the registration area.  Everyone is wel-
come, regardless of experience.  
 
 

Pianist/Keyboardist Needed  
 

by Kip Cushing, Choir Director  
 

The Retiree Choir director Kip 
Cushing is again asking for some-
one to accompany the choir for the Memorial Service 
as well as the Sunday Non-denominational Service.  
A keyboard will be available so you donôt have to 
furnish it.  Please Kip contact (kcushing@wi.rr.com) 
or Barb Turner (turnerfcrv@yahoo.com) if you can 
help.  Thank you.  
 

 

Food Bank & Lap Robes   
 

by Ashley & Gloria Taylor, Food 
Bank Chairs  

 
     We are coming to you in asking for aid and sup-
port of the local food bank in Houma, Louisiana in 
March, 2018.  It would help them to be able to pur-
chase more food with cash, but we will take all gifts.  
Our FCRV family has always had an open heart to 
give to the area where we enjoy your rallies. 
     We are also asking for lap robes.  Weôve been 
sharing lap robes with local nursing home/hospitals 
for several years at the Retiree Rally.  We look for-
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ward to receiving many this year in Houma.  Your 
efforts are so appreciated. 

 
 

 

Wayneôs RV Service 
 
     Wayneôs RV Service (Wayne & 
Barbara Dunker) are planning to at-
tend the Retiree Rally and will be 
doing on-site RV repair service.  If anyone needs 
something specific done, they can bring the right part.  
Call Wayne at 260-463-6549 to let him know your 
needs.  
 
 

Variety Night Show Tradition Continues   
 

by Jack Smye, Chair; George Walters, Co-
Chair   

 
 
     For the last several years it has been 
the tradition of the Retiree Rally to have a 

variety show after the very moving Memorial Ser-
vice. This has allowed us to transition from a fitting 
remembrance of FCRV members who have died 
since the last rally to a relaxing and fun evening that 
features our own homegrown talent. 
     The variety night lasts about 90 minutes, and we 
try to have 12-15 óacts.ô Individuals are allowed 5 
minutes, and group skits are allowed 10 minutes. We 
usually have several states and a couple of provinces 
represented in this variety night. 
     Sign-up will be during the first two days of regis-
tration, but now is the time to be thinking about 
something you, your chapter, state/province could 
perform to entertain us all. If you can sing, do recita-
tions, play an instrument, dance, do monologues ï
comic or serious-, or have a group skit, we hope 
youôll sign up. 
     Think about it, and weôll see you at registration. 

C.A.M.P. Directors Info  

by Dick & Kathy Buresh  

     Kathy and I are looking forward to serving 
F.C.R.V. as C.A.M.P. Directors.  We would like to 
thank George Walters and the Trustees for their con-
fidence in us to do this job. 
     We would like to encourage everyone to join in 

the C.A.M.P. activities (walking, biking and line 

dancing) at each rally or camp out and earn vendor 

bucks that can be spent for F.C.R.V. Merchandise  

 

Retiree Rally C.A.M.P. Plans   
 

by Dick & Kathy Buresh  

  
     Bill Stirewalt will be lining up a bike ride for our 

Retiree Rally in Houma.  Remember 
to bring your bikes to 
participate.  Sign up will 
be at the rally. 
     Join Kathy and me 

for your walk every morning.  The first 
morning walk will be our Poker Walk.   
     Want to learn to line dance?  Come to the line 
dance class.   
     Earn vendors bucks while participating in biking, 

walking and line dance sessions.  We are looking for-

ward to seeing you at the rally.  
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CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŜǝǊŜŜ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǊ 
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Confirmation Letters were sent out in January. If 
you do not receive yours by March, please either 
email or call me.  If you call, please leave a mes-
sage so we can get back to you via email: pram-
low@aol.com  or cell: 813-545-6083  

C/w± ²9[/ha9{ h¦w  
b9² /haa9w/L![ a9a.9w  

RV STATION     214 W. Expressway 83, Donna 
TX 78538, Phone 956-464-0378            
RV Dealer and Service with a Parts department.  
They have new and used RVôs to choose from. 
Service hours Monday-Friday 8AM - 5PM, No 
Service on Saturday  
     8AM - 5PM.  Mobil Service is available with-
in area.  You may call Danny Garcia in Service 
for assistance.   Show them your FCRV Member-
ship card and receive a 10% discount. Lets take 
advantage of this money saving event.  
Visit web site www.rvstation.com 
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Hi, I'm looking forward to see-

ing you in Houma. We will be 

making Mardi Gras masks to 

use in the Mardi Gras parade. 

I'll have patterns and bling for decorat-

ing. Bring scissors and ideas. See you in Houma 

Mardi Paw Pooch Parade  

Chair - Robert & Rita Letellier 
Co-Chair - Alice Corkran  

 
     Come join us at the Mardi Paw Pooch Pa-
rade.  Participation Awards, goody bags, dog treats 
and more will be given to all participants.  Six awards 
will be given out on Awards Night.  Cats are invit-
ed.  The awards will be: 
1)  Best Costume 
2)  Most Adorable 
3)  Best Trick 
4)  Best Behaved 
5)  Best in Show 
6)  Cat - Best in Show 
 
 
 

ñOh, Well Itôs Carnival Timeò  
 

Gerry Dantin, Contest Chair  
 
 

Get you costume ready for the Retiree Rally in Hou-
ma, LA!  
 
     We will be having a Mardi Gras costume contest 
followed by a second line parade around the auditori-
um. All contestants will be given beads to hand out to 
the audience while the judges make their decision.   
We will have 3 winners: 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. 
                                                                                                             
Come join us to ñPass a good timeò and let the ñBon 
Temps Rouleò!!! 
 
 

Craft  
 

by Judy Elenburg, Craft Chair  
 

     Hi, I'm looking forward to seeing you 
in Houma. We will be making Mardi 

Gras masks to use in the Mardi Gras parade. I'll have 
patterns and bling for decorating. Bring scissors and 
ideas. See you in Houma! 

  

óHitting the Bayouô  
 

Red Hat Frenzy  
 

Thursday, March 21st  
Plan to join Diane and Dianne to see what they've 

cooked up for this celebration.  
 

Dianne Buggeln, Chair         
Diane Hitchens, Co-Chair  

 
 

Retiree Rally Games  
 

by Bill and Margaret Alderman, Chairs  
 

      The Retiree Rally starts games with a Frog 
Race.  Everyone plays!  A wooden frog is ójumpedô 
across the floor by jiggling a string.  Lots of fun and 
noise!  
 

     There are games every day of the 
Rally, including the popular $1 Card 
Bingo, then Chicken-foot dominos, 
Skip-bo card game, three-thirteen 
card game (similar to Five Crowns). 
 

     Washer Toss, Bean-bag Toss and Hill-billy 
(Ladder Golf) are low-impact throwing games for all. 
(At Retiree, we run all those as doubles, Menôs, 
Womenôs and Mixed.)  
  
     The last day of the Rally is dominated by Bean-
Bag Baseball.  Weôll have 14 to 16 teams of nine 
playing whatôs likely to be the loudest event of the 
Rally.  Including spectators, about 90 percent of the 
attendees show up to participate and cheer.  Yaôll 
come, hear?  
 
(Cont ïPresident) 
      
Campvention is being planned by the Heartland Re-
gion.  It is in Hutchinson KS from July 8 ï 12.  Ivalee 
& Earl Vanderhoff and Gerry Pfirsch are leading the 
team making the plans for a great week.  I plan to see 
you at one or both of these events. 
     Regional and state/provincial campout schedules 
are included on the website.  Check for a campout 
near you.  While the southern folks and snow birds 
are enjoying camping this time of the year, those re-
maining in the north are dreaming and planning for 
the start of the camping season.  The next campfire 
awaits us. 
 

Until the next campfire... 
Shari 
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2019 CAMPVENTION  

     Are you registered???  We are, and we hope to see you there in Hutchinson, KS.  We have 5 teams of folks 
working on all of the various areas.  The Co-Chairs this year are Gerald Pfirsch and Ivalee Vanderhoff.  We 
have 8 others helping by leading the teams.  We know we canôt do it without them.  Thanks. 
 
Adult Games ï there will be contest for washer toss and horseshoes that are open for everyone.  Come show 
your stuff.  Register when you get here.  You donôt have to be a state/province champion!!! 
 

Aluminum Tabs ï do bring them in for weighing.  We are blessed in Kansas with two Ronald McDonald 
houses in Wichita and one in Kansas City.  Letôs really help them out. 

 

Band ï do you play an instrument?  Everyone is welcome to practice in a room that you can lock your instru-
ments in and not have to carry them back and forth. 

   
CAMP ï You bet that we have a great walking area even some of it under shade trees.  The roads are black-
topped so smoother than walking on a dirt path. 

 

Commercial ï the crew is working to get a variety of vendors ready for you to browse.  Be ready to spend 
your $. 

 

Conservation - be sure to bring your State/Provincial winning CONSERVATION and CAMPING IS posters. 

 

Crafts ï look at the January issue for items that will be worked on during the week. 

 

Door Prizes ï We welcome any donations to be used for door prizes.  We will have a posted list of winners 
and times to pick them up. 

 

First Aid ï IF you need help, we will have several ready to do so, but letôs not need them.  We want a safe 
week. 

 

First-Timers ï Are you bringing friends from your chapter that have never been to a campvention?  Be sure 
they attend the First-Timers to get more information. 

 

Golf Carts ï will be available to rent.  The form will be available soon, and we think it is a good price for the 
week.  There will be 2 seaters and 4 seaters available for you to choose from.  IF you bring your own cart, we 
will ask you to register it and follow the same FCRV rules. 

 

Hard Hat activity ï Yet bet ï look for registration when you get here. 

 

Hospitalities ï we all love them ï even the lines.  Yep ï come join them. 

 

Market Place ï does you chapter have a project they are doing to raise money for the chapter?  Bring your 
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stuff.  It is also available for the individuals.  Registration coming later. 

 

On Grounds Transportation ï we will have help to get you from here to there.  Never fear. 

 

Parade ï look at December and January issue for details on the ñrealò parade around the grounds.  

 

Pet Parade ï yes ï bring the outfit for the pet you live with ï again under the shade. 

 

Red Had activity ï brings that hat and see what the gals have in store for you.  

 

Special Needs ï remember that all sites are on rock with paved streets.  There are special need sites that are 
paved but only if you register now.  

 

Teens ï there will be a separate center (building), pageant, games, fun, food, etc. for all that are registered ï 
meet some new friends and catch up with the old ones. 

 

Tours ï we arenôt planning for any as a group, but information will be available to show you how to get to 
some of the great places within a short distance from the grounds.  Look at some of Barbôs information for 
some ideas.  There are also many great stops as you are coming into the state.  Tell them where and why you 
are passing by.  If you need suggestions, give the registration folks a call.   

 
 

2019 Campvention Entertainment Update  

CALLING ALL FCRV MEMBERS!!!! 

     Hello everyone!!  This is Gerry Pfirsch, the Region 3 Regional Director; Ivalee Vanderhoff and I are co-
hosts for the 2019 Campvention in Hutcheson, Kansas.  We are extending an invitation for you to join Region 
3 for this great Campvention.  It is our hope that you will join us in this celebration as an FCRV Mem-
ber.  This is the one time a year that we get to see some of our friends, and I know that I look forward to seeing 
each of you there.  I would ask that you join us during this wonderful time.   
 
     I have teamed up with Kip Cushing (who you will remember as a past Entertainment Chairman) to round 
up some super entertainers to light up our stage.  We took member suggestions and explored local entertain-
ment acts which have been endorsed by first-hand experiences.  Our goal was to support the regional and local 
community and to have a diverse spectrum of entertainment to reach one and all of our membership.  

     In 2019, we are excited to announce an explosive week of terrific entertainment.  We are going to start off 
with an action-packed Family ïyes, Family ï Mom, Pop and the Kids playing banjos, guitars, and fiddles, and 
Bluegrass is their specialty.  The Baker Family Bluegrass Band will set your toes tapping and make you get up 
and dance.  Remember, they have been on Americaôs Got Talent for those of you who watch that show.   You 
can check them out on the web and get a taste of their music. http://thebakerfamilybluegrass.com/ and on 
YouTube. 

     Now for some close harmony and good looks on the stage.  The Hutchinson Sweet Adelineôs are sure to 
tickle your fancy.  They have groups all over the country.  We got a taste of the Barbershop sound with the 
men last year in Doswell; well, now the stage will have the ñbetter-halfò performing.   https://
www.facebook.com/Hutchinson-Sweet-Adelines-228356673862900/ 

     And, you rock and roll fans, we have Streetside to bring back those days of poodle skirts and slick-down 
hair styles.  We will try to have some room out front to do some dancing so put those shoes in the 
RV.   Streetside is a vocal group that primarily performs doo-wop music from the 50's & 60's, and has expand-
ed its repertoire over the years to include Country, Gospel and more modern pop songs. Originally an acapella 
quintet in high school, the current four members (together since 1988) perform a 50/50 mix of both acapella 
and keyboard-accompanied songs. Streetside performs over 50 shows a year, including private conventions, 
public concerts, county and state fairs and local festivals throughout Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Missouri and 
Colorado. Streetside has produced six albums.  https://www.facebook.com/Streetsideguys  and  http://
www.lutzagency.com/streetside.htm  
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     We donôt want to spill all the fabulous entertainment beans, so to speak, but we are saving Thursday Night 
headliners for next monthôs Camping Today.   Okay, a little hint, C W, and no itôs not Charlie Walker, but 
hopefully, you will not be disappointed.  If you have seen the line dancing that took place in 2017 on both 
sides of the stage and the Teens also having a great time dancing, well, we hope to do that again. We will also 
try to have time set aside for Karaoke as this was a popular request. 

     We are happy to inform you that the contracts for the acts have been sent out, and we are moving forward 
with additional plans to make this a memorable experience.  We ask you to come and enjoy these wonderful 
acts with us in 2019 and remember the Teen Talent on Wednesday.  So, get your vacation requests turned in 
soon for your July time-off because, we look forward to entertaining you.   

Your Entertainment Chairman Gerry Pfirsch and Co-chairman Kip Cushing 

 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE  

     The 2019 FCRV Campvention will be here before we know it.  Registrations are coming in 
and our excitement is growing.  We would remind you the first 211 campers registered will 

have full hookups (not the first to arrive, but the first to have registered).  We have plenty of other campsites 
but not with full hookups.  We encourage you to register in the near future if you havenôt already registered.  If 
you have sent in your registration and havenôt received a confirmation by e-mail or U.S.P.S. mail, please con-
tact Keith Koontz immediately at Ph: 316-655-2970 or E-mail:  k.koontz@sbcglobal.net.  Weôre looking for-
ward to a fun Campvention in Hutchinson, Kansas, July 7-12, 2019 and hope to see you! 

Linda & Garold Smith, Chairman; Keith & Beverly Koontz, Co-Chairman 

 

Parking at FCRV Campvention 2019  

     I need to remind all of you that the first 211 that register will have full hookups. Not the 
first that arrive.  If you register in the first 211 and someone travels with you that 

did not register in the first 211, the non-pre-registered party will not be able to camp with you.  So it is to 
your advantage to pre-register in advance so you can all camp together.  We donôt want anyone to be turned 
away.  We have many more water/electric sites so everyone will have plenty of A/C in their unit.  A dump 
ticket will be provided if you are parked on a W/E site.  We want everyone to come to the Campvention so if 
you are not able to pre-register but want to attend, just show up. Tenters or campers with pop-up trailers - there 
will be a space for you next to a bathhouse with electricity. 
 
Vern Failor, Parking chairman 
 
 

Door Prizes Needed  
 

Florence Fox, Chair; Diane Hitchens, Co-Chair  
 

     Door prizes are needed to be brought to Campvention for our committee to give away to the lucky ones re-
ceiving one.  Thanks for your support as we are looking for prizes from each state & province. 
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Campvention Wildlife Program     
 

by Joanie Stone,  

FCRV Wildlife Director   

      
The traditional wildlife auction, birdhouse contest and photo contest will be held at Campvention in 
Hutchinson.  Bring items to donate for the auction.  Build those birdhouses this winter.  Get your camera out 

and/or review your photos this winterΦ  
 
 

Leavenworth, Kansas Awaits You  
 

by Barb Turner, Campvention Publicity Chair  
 

     Leavenworth, Kansas awaits your visit as you travel to Hutchinson for Campvention 2019.  When mention-
ing Leavenworth, you might bring to mind a little history of the Old West, thinking of Ft. Leavenworth that 
was built in 1827 as a key supply base in the settlement of the West.  It was also a destination for African-
American refugee slaves who escaped from Missouri and other slave states during the Civil War. Today we 
probably think of Leavenworth as the location of several federal and state detention centers and prisons and 
that Ft. Leavenworth is known as the óIntellectual Center of the Armyô, as home to the U.S. Army Combined 
Arms Center.  For our purposes of suggesting places to visit on the road to Hutchinson, attractions await you 
in Leavenworth. 
 
     The Frontier Military Museum (100 Reynolds Ave, Fort Leavenworth, KS) might be your first stop.  
The museum is focused on the story of Leavenworth ófrom its roots as a frontier outpost to the main operation-
al and supply headquarters for the army's activities on the western frontierô.  Learn about The Corps of Topo-

graphical Engineers which was concerned with órecording all of the 
western phenomena as accurately as possible, whether main-traveled 
roads or uncharted wilderness. As Army officers they represented 
the direct concern of the national government the settling of the 
West. The Corps of Topographical Engineers was a central institu-
tion of Manifest Destiny, and in the years before the Civil War its 
officers made explorations which resulted in the first scientific map-
ping of the West. They laid out national boundaries and directly pro-
moted the advance of settlement by locating and constructing wagon 

roads, improving rivers and harbors, even performing experiments for the location of subsurface water in the 
arid regions. In short, they functioned as a department of public works for the West - and indeed for the whole 
nation, since the operations of the Corps extended to every state and territory of the United States.ô  You will 
have to visit the Visitor Control Center a block from the main gate to get an access card to get through the 
main gate.  We understand that only your driverôs license is needed. 

     Do you like carousels?  If so, visit the C.W. Parker Carousel 
Museum (320 S Esplanade St, Leavenworth) which ócelebrates 
all that is beautiful and good with carousels. Visitors can ride a car-
ousel thatôs more than 100 years oldô, the website tells us.  C.W. 
Parker is known as the Amusement King.  He was born in 
Griggsville, Illinois in 1864.  His family moved to Abilene, Kansas 
when he was 5. As a young adult, he became interested in creating 
and operating amusement devises as a career.  He bought a portable 
shooting gallery and traveled with it.  He worked on improving its 
design.  Soon he built his own and began his career of manufacturing amusement devices.  Parker would begin 
building carousels as well.  óAs the story goes, Parker and his daughter were headed towards the general store 
one afternoon.  Parker had one dollar in his pocket to buy the familyôs groceries.  Suddenly, his daughter no-
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ticed a carousel offering rides for a nickel.  After much pleading from his daughter, Parker paid for his daugh-
ter to ride the contraption.  His daughter did not stop riding until Parker had spent eighty-five cents, leaving 
only fifteen cents to pay for the familyôs groceries.  Seeing that the excitement of a carousel could get him to 
spend most of his last dollar, Parker decided he should be in the carousel business.  After saving enough mon-
ey to make the purchase, Parker bought a portable carousel. Similar to his ideas concerning his shooting gal-
lery, Parker decided that he could build carousels in superior ways.  Parker built his first carousel in 1892, and 
started the Parker Carnival Supply Company two years later.ô  Step back into the age of beautiful carousels 
and visit the C.W. Parker Carousel Museum as you travel to Campvention. 

     Among the many other attractions in Leavenworth, the 
small Richard Allen Cultural Center & Museum (412 Kio-
wa Street, Leavenworth) might be of interest.  The museum 
highlights the African-American history of Leavenworth.  
The museum opened in 1992 in the former home of U.S. 
Army Captain William Bly, a Buffalo soldier during WWI.  
In reading the reviews, several mentioned that the museum 
is one of Kansasô hidden gems.  Add the museum of your 
ómust-seeô list in Leavenworth as you travel to Campven-

tion 2019 in Hutchinson in July. 

      Over the next few months, the Campvention 2019 Committee encourages you to plan your trip to 
Hutchinson in July with many interesting stops on your journey.   
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Family and Friends,  

     It is my pleasure to be writing to 
you this New Year, Happy 2019! I 
just wanted to give you all a brief 
update on what I have been up to 
and what I am excited for this camp-
ing season. 

     I recently started a new semester 
at school, Ferris State University, 
where I will be earning my degree in 
Pharmacy. I have joined a few new 
clubs and participated in some heart-

warming community events. I attend club meetings 
for the Pre-Pharm club and Circle K. I am looking 
forward to our upcoming events such as Relay for 
Life and our big day of service in the community. 

     I am looking forward to this camping season to 
meet more of your chapters and to make more 
friendships and memories as Miss FCRV 2018. I 
wish you all blessed and safe travels on your adven-
tures this camping season! 
 
Forever grateful, 
 
Katie Kurburski 

Miss FCRV 2018  

 
 
 
 
 

A GREAT CHRISTMAS GATHERING  
 

     On December 15, 2018 the Dupage Drifters (IL) 
held their annual Christmas dinner gathering at White 
Fence Farm restaurant. After dinner Matt Mantia was 
asked to install the new officers for the coming 2019-
2020 years.  
     Along with that Bonnie Scherer presented a home-
made Flag, made from the winning ribbons the Du-
page Drifter received from the games at the IL Retir-
ees. Matt received the flag and it will be kept as part 
of the Illinois retirees History.  


