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Miss FCRV, Macey Stuckwisch, IN, 1st Runner-up, Thalia Demarest, CO,  
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All articles/information for Camping Today should be sent 

to DeWayne Johnston & Vickie Roop by the first of the 

month prior to publication. 

Please forward address changes to 

FCRV Headquarters, 4804 Transit Rd., 

Bldg. 2,  

Depew, NY 14043 ð (716)668-6242 

FCRV Webpage Address: www.fcrv.org 

Office email: fcrvnat@verizon.net 

Camping Today is a publication of the non-profit National Campers & Hikers Association, doing business as Family Campers & RVers (FCRV). Issue 

frequency is 12 (monthly) on line at www.fcrv.org/news/camping today. Publisher is Family Campers &RVers, 4904 Transit Rd. Bldg. 2, Depew, New 

York 14043-4906. Office Manager - Pat Wittmeyer 716-668-6242, fcrvnat@verizon.net. Editor - DeWayne Johnston, 126 Hermitage Rd., Butler, PA 

16001-0720, 724-283-7401 d_johnston01@outlook.com. Layout / Website - Vickie Roop, 1218 Ferguson Ave., Fort Wayne, IN 46805, fcrvweb-

site@aol.com. Online subscription is included with annual membership. Mailed,  printed copies are available by annual subscription of $20. Current 

FCRV membership is 2867. The number of mailed subscriptions for September 2018 is 98.  USPS Pub.# 724-710, ISSN# 870-1465. OWNER: National 

Campers & Hikers Association, doing business as Family Campers & RVers (non-profit), 4804 Transit Rd. Bldg.2, Depew, New York 14043-4906. 

Bondholders, mortgage, and other security owners holding 1% or more of bonds, mortgages, and other securities: NONE.  The purpose, function, and non

-profit status of this organization and the exempt status for federal income tax purposes has not changed in the last 12 months. Publication name - Camp-

ing Today, issue date for circulation data, September 2018. 

NATIONAL OFFICERS 

President: Shari Weber  

VP of Operations: Sue Fromholzer 

VP of Programs: George Walters 

VP of Planning & Development  

  Matt Mantia 

Corresponding. & Recording Officer: 

  Sue Carlson 

Comptroller: Jan Cushing 

Past President: Jack Smye 

CAMPING TODAY STAFF 

Editors: 

DeWayne & June Johnston 

126 Hermitage RD., Butler, PA 16001 

d_Johnston01@outlook.com   

Graphic Design/Layout:  

Vickie Roop 

fcrvwebsite@aol.com 

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES TO VICKIE, 

TOO. 

FCRV Merchandise  

.Ŝƭƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ C/w± aŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ C/w± ƭƻƎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ 

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪΧ ƘǧǇΥκκǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊŜƳōǊƻƛŘŜǊȅΦƴŜǘκŦŎǊǾκǎƘƻǇκƘƻƳŜ 

DEPARTMENT 

From the President    3 

Campvention   4 

DASAT   25 

Products   27 

Farewells   29 

Upcoming Events  31 

page 9 

http://www.fcrv.org/news/camping
mailto:fcrvnat@verizon.net
mailto:d_johnston01@outlook.com
mailto:fcrvwebsite@aol.com
mailto:fcrvwebsite@aol.com
http://superiorembroidery.net/fcrv/shop/home


     Hutchinson KS was the place where all roads took us for campvention 2019.  The campven-
tion team headed up by Ivalee & Earl Vanderhoff and Gerald Pfirsch did a fabulous job.  I think 
everyone had a great time.  Congratulations to all who won parade and sports  awards.  Details 
about all the award recipients are included in this issue of ñCamping Todayò. 
 

     During campvention we select our Teen Royalty.  All the contestants did great and made it 
hard for the judges to make their selections.  Our newest royalty are International Teen Queen 
Macey from Indiana and International Teen King Caleb from Colorado.  As usual their first pri-

ority is school, but they are eager to enjoy camping with their FCRV family, so invite them to your campouts! 
 

     A big congrats goes out to all the award recipients.  We are a better group for all the work these people have 
done.  Karen and Robert Snodgrass, OH, Adult Activities Director were recognized with the Award of Merit 
which is given to an executive board member who goes above and beyond their responsibilities.  Luella 
Sprage, MO received the Presidentôs award for all her work over the many years she served FCRV as MO 
State Director.  A Citation was presented to Debbie Ludwig, MO.  Our top award, the Plaque was presented to 
Glen & Donna Dains, CT.  Matt Mantia, IL was recognized with a Lifesaving.  Christine Wheaton, NY was 
given the Humanitarian Award.  Our various programs also gave out awards for excellence in the program.  
Read about all of these achievements as well as the above mentioned people in this issue of ñCamping Todayò.  
 

     The executive board worked very hard while at campvention.  I will share the outcome of that meeting next 
month.  I will also share the results of the campvention survey in next monthôs issue of ñCamping Todayò, 
 

     Please take the time to read all about the fun we enjoyed at campvention contained within this issue of 
ñCamping Todayò. 
 

 

Until the next campfire, Shari 
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Come and Join in with other FCRV members this winter! 
                     2019 Summer and Winter Special. 

 
  April through September Daily rate $28.50. Includes Elect.   
  Weekly rate $133. 00 includes Elect. Monthly rate 189.00 plus Elect. 
   
  2019 ï2020 Winter Special. First Month 285.00,  Second Month $189.00 
  Get Third Month at $185.00. Bonus all monthly rates are plus elect. 
  This is an additional 2-5 % off advertised special rates. FCRV members 
must show special pricing (this ad) offer at check- in. Phone 956-585-7630. 
Web:  www.rvresorts.com/blue-bonnet.html  

http://www.rvresorts.com/blue-bonnet.html


Kansas State Fairgrounds 

Hutchinson, KS 

July 7-12, 2019 
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Drone photo  by John Brizendine, GA  

Campvention photos by Barbara Mashak, Barb Turner, DeWayne Johnston 



REGION 3 HOSTS 59th FCRV CAMPVENTION IN KANSAS   

     The weather cooperated to provide sunny days for the 204 families who attended FCRV's 59th annual 
Campvention in Hutchinson, Kansas, July 7-12, 2019. There were 450 people, 26 teens, 17 youth, and sever-
al first timers. Colorado had the most attendance  with Kansas second. The rally was well planned and had 
activities for all ages plus lots of good entertainment. Hosts were the states of The Heartland Region 3 - KS, 
MN,MT, NE,ND, and SD. 

    Things got underway Sunday with registration for various activities throughout the week. Commercial 
vendors set up and preparation for opening ceremonies took place. In the auditorium, the evening began with 
a non-denominational church service with the FCRV Choir and Chaplain, Bill Buggeln.The offering of $540 

will be donated to the Salvation Army to help flood victims.  

     At 7:30 sharp, Ivalee Vanderhoff called for the posting of the 
U.S. and Canadian flags on stage and the procession of state and 
provincial flags. George Walters led the singing of the U.S. and 
Canadian National Anthems. Chaplain Buggeln gave the invoca-
tion. Special Events Coordinator, Nathan McLanahan gave an 
enthusiastic welcome as did FCRV President, Shari Weber urging 
everyone to just have fun.Also on stage were the Trustees, Office 
Manager, Pat Wittmeyer, Miss FCRV, Katie Kurburski, Teen 
King, Blake Burnette, Retiree King and queen, Matt and Marla 
Mantia, and Co- Chairman, Gerald Pfirsch. After the ribbon cut-
ting with uncooperative big scissors, the audience was asked to 
join in singing ñCamping in Kansasò, written by the Wyandots 
Chapter of Kansas City, to the tune of ñBattle Hymn of the Re-

public.ò There was time to greet old friends at the thank you 
hospitality hosted by, Miss FCRV, Katie Kurbuski with 
help from Michigan members.   

     Monday was the first full activity day with Family Fun 
Day as the highlight. Teens served a hamburger / hot dog 
lunch and games such as volleyball, bean bag toss, and lad-
der golf. Kids and some ókids at heartô enjoyed the inflata-
ble slide and trap house. DJôs Angie & Carl provided music 
and  the Trustees dressed as referees handled other duties 
including the raffle booth with lots of prizes. Proceeds from 
the lunch will be used by the teens for an outing and $507 
from the raffle will go to Bright House for abused women 
and children in Hutchinson. 

     Prior to the evening entertainment, FCRV National 
Awards were presented by Sue Carlsen to  Glen and Donna 
Dains, CT ï Plaque, Debbie Ludwig, MO ï Citation, Chris-
tine Wheaton, NY ï Humanitarian, and Matt Mantia , IL ï 
Lifesaving. Wayne Zuhoski, whose life was saved, along 
with his wife, Lois took part in the presentation. (Details on 
all award winners in separate article.) 

     Scott Serbousek thanked everyone for coming out to Fam-
ily Fun Day and told how the event, which was his original 
idea, evolved from the first one at the Iowa Campvention in 
2013.   
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LǾŀƭŜŜ ±ŀƴŘŜǊƘƻũΣ YŀǝŜ YǳǊōǳǊǎƪƛΣ .ƭŀƪŜ  

.ǳǊƴŜǧŜΣ DŜǊŀƭŘ tŬǊǎŎƘ Ŏǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƛōōƻƴ 

LƴƅŀǘŀōƭŜǎ ŀǘ CŀƳƛƭȅ Cǳƴ 5ŀȅ 



 Then it was time for the fun to begin, with some 
high energy entertainment by the Baker Family 
Blue Grass Band, mother, daughter, and 2 sons, 
popular in Branson and guests on NBCôs 
ñAmericaôs Got Talentò had toes tapping with a 
variety of true blue grass music. Most of the 
songs were spirited featuring the award winning 
talents of each member but some gospel, swing, 
and loves songs were included. They did a 90 
minute show building to a peak of the bass play-
er standing on the upright bass, the fiddle player 
holding fiddle over his head, and sister clogging.  

A standing ovation was well deserved. After the show, The Trustees hosted a meet ón greet Hospitality.  

     Tuesday was a busy day with horseshoe competition, commercial area sales, Michigan Hospitality, Pet 
Parade, and Red Hat luncheon. Guest speaker was Linda Imbler, a poet and author of the book ñRed is the 
Sun Rise.ò She presented some of her poems for women. 

     FCRVôs general membership meeting was held in the afternoon. Presi-
dent Shari Weber introduced the Trustees and their spouses. She noted that 
the empty chairs on stage represented former Trustees who have passed 
away. Sue Carlsen read last yearôs minutes and Jan Cushing gave the Comp-
trollerôs report. Expenses for the past year exceeded income. The complete 
financial report will be posted later in Camping Today. Scott Serbousek not-
ed that only 2 states had membership gains ï Connecticut and Wisconsin. 
Past President, Jim Turner swore in the Trustees recently elected for a 2 
year term ï Sue Fromholzer, VP Operations, Jan Cushing, Comptroller, and 
Matt Mantia, VP Planning & Development. 2019 Campvention Team Lead-
ers 

were called to the stage to receive 
certificates of appreciation for their 
work. Leaders were Gerald Pfirsch 
MT & Ivalee Vanderhoff  KS, 
Glenda Sellers IA & Barbara Dod-
son MO, Sherry McGuire ND & 
Dianne Buggeln KS, Dallas Dodson 
& Earl Vanderhoff KS, and Jeanne Selby ND & LindaSmith KS. Also thanked were the 54 Campvention 
Committee Chairmen and  their volunteers.  

Cami Hicks, 2020 Campvention Chair-
person and her merry band of hockey 
players, woodsmen and fishermen  invit-
ed everyone to FCRVôs 60th Campven-
tion in Brigdon, Ontario July13-17. 
Brigdon is only 25 miles from the border 
in Port Huron, Michigan. Registraion 
must be paid in Canadian Funds which 
translates to a 30% savings to U.S. fami-
lies. You will need a passport to cross 
and return to the U.S. Watch for 
Campvention details in Camping Today. 
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¢ƘŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ .ŀƪŜǊ CŀƳƛƭȅ  

WƛƳ ¢ǳǊƴŜǊ ǎǿŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ Wŀƴ 
/ǳǎƘƛƴƎΣ aŀǧ aŀƴǝŀΣ 

{ǳŜ CǊƻƳƘƻƭȊŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ н ȅŜŀǊ ǘŜǊƳΦ 

 /ƻƳŜ ǘƻ .ǊƛƎŘƻƴΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ŦƻǊ нлнл /ŀƳǇǾŜƴǝƻƴΣ ŜƘΚ 

¢ŜŀƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ 



     Before closing the meeting, President Weber reminded everyone of the need to be flexible as FCRV 
moves forward into the future.  

     Entertainment was presented by the Hutchinson, KS  Sweet Adelines. Their enjoya-
ble mix of barbershop songs, gospel, pop songs, and humor delighted the audience. 
They invited Gerald Pfirsch on stage and sang  ñWill You Still Love Me When Iôm 64.ò 
The large group varied in age and one singer, age 90 had served in the Navy in WWII. 
The Audience joined in on the Kansas State Song, ñHome On The Rangeò and ñGod 
Bless The U.S.A.ò Colorado provided hospitality after the program.  

     Wednesday had a full schedule with seminars, site decorating, making cards for the 
military, and adult washer toss. Teens were busy preparing for the pageant. The Teen 
King & Queen tea, interviews with judges, and gift exchange were in the morning. Tal-
ent and preliminaries for the crowning were held in the afternoon with the finale in the 
evening.   

 

 

      The first part of the evening pro-
gram began with the FCRV Band Concert directed by 
George Walters, who filled in for Craig Weber who was 
unable to attend due to motor home problems. Nice addi-
tions to the always fun concert were a guitar and accordi-
on. Next came the Scholarship awards and   Wildlife 
Grants (separate articles). Scott Serbousek presented a 
check for $507 to a representative of Bright House, a lo-
cal shelter for abused women and children.  

     

 

 

 With audience anticipation growing, Miss FCRV 2018, Katie Kurburski took her final stage walk as did 
Teen King 2018, Blake Burnette. Both told what their year had meant to them and thanked all those who 

shared in their journey represent-
ing FCRV. The final results were: 
Miss FCRV 2019, Macey Stuck-
wisch, 16, Brownstown, Indiana, 
First Runner-up and Miss Talent 
ï Thalia Demarest, 15, Thornton, 
Colorado, Miss Congeniality ï 
Grace Carey, 15, Milford Michi-
gan,  2019 Teen King, Mr. Per-
sonality and  Mr. Skills ï Caleb 
Demarest, 17, Thornton, Colora-
do First Runner-up Andrew 
Huhn, 15, Dewitt, Michigan.
( Complete pageant details in 
separate article.)  

 

The Teensô King and Queen Ball followed and everyone was invited to share in the first half hour.  
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DŜǊŀƭŘ tŬǊǎŎƘ ǿŀǎ 

ǎŜǊŜƴŀŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

{ǿŜŜǘ !ŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ 


